®Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


De. Gertrude C. Bussey 41¥ 
5412 Purlington Way 9 


Baltimore, -Md. 12 46 


Four Lighte 


“First Voyage "Round the Werld by Magellan.” 
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CALL TO THE WILPF LUXEMBOURG CONGRESS * 
AUGUST 4-9, 1946 7 


Dear Friends: 

This CALL goes out to you in all countries. — 

We know how eager you are to meet again in inter- 
national Congress. 

We have called an “Urgency Congress” to be held 
in Luxembourg from August 4th to 9th, 1946. 

Expenses will be considerably higher than in the 
past, and will probably reach a total of at least $7,000. 

May we, without enlarging on the need, simply 
appeal to you to help? 

Send as generous contributions as possible, to help 
to make our first post-war international gathering really 
representative and a full success. 

Because of present difficulties in exporting money, 
we regret that we are unable to give a central address 
for receiving special Congress contributions, ..Please do 
not let this stand in the way of giving generously. 
Kindly establish a separate Congress fund in your own 
country, which will later have to be transferred to the 
common international Congress pool. In U. S. A., 
specially earmarked Congress contributions will be 
~-gratefully received by Mrs: J. Fox, 1140 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

The Infernational Joint Chairmen: 
Clara Ragaz K.E.Innes Gertrude Baer. 


Luxembourg has been chosen. “Many favorable 
conditions charming town large semi-official building 
with Congress rooms stop leading women ready to form 


Congress alone. 


ation committee . . . ” reads a cable 
received from Clara Ragaz after her visit to Luxembourg 
where she took all the steps for the organization of our 
first 

ational Sections are urgently requested to set up 
special Congress Committees to focus public interest 
and the interest of their members on the Congress. 
Vigo Committees are needed to get publicity on 
WILPF work, international and yore Pore on the 
coming Congress into the press all over respective 
countries. We have to south up. Much time is lost. 
We must do all we can to concentrate on our own 
WILPF reconstruction work now, The Congress and 
preparing it will help in this work. Sections are entitled 
to send ten delegates and ten alternates to the Luxem- 
bourg Congress and any number of visitors who have 
no vote, however. (See Constitution as amended by the 
WILPF Zurich Congress 1934.) To be admissible to 


interpolitical prepar 


the Congress National Sections must be in order with — 


the payment of their annual dues of fifty Swiss francs 
(or the equivalent) a year. They must have a minimum _ 
of fifty menibers and live up to standards set up by the 
WILPF Constitution. Distribute the “Call” to the 
Congress on page one of this letter as widely as at all 
possible inside and outside the WILPF. It is your Con- 
And on the moral and 

ancial strength of this Congress will depend the future 
of our whole work. 

(International Circular Letter No. 4, 1945.) 


THE WIL IN DENMARK 


Miss Benny Cederfeld, one of our leaders in Den- 
mark, in a personal letter written in November, says: 
“A fortnight ago I was in Copenhagen to attend our 
festival biannual meeting of our League for all the 
country. .We had the privilege to sojourn in the big 
hall of the ‘House of Commons’ at the Castle of Chris- 
tiansborg, and we were near to 400 members and were 
proud to have 29 foreign guests! 15 Swedish, 10 Nor- 
wegian, 2 Finnish and 2 Englishwomen. It was a won- 
derful experience after all these years of separation.” 

The International Circular Letter (No. 4, 1945), 
prints the remarkable story of this Section (which 


pe 
modus vivendi with the Germans. Supported by 


_ his ministers chose the latter way, seeing 


emerged from the occupation with 22,000 members) as 


_ told by Else Zeuthen: 


“In the early morning of April 9, 1940, the King 
and his government had to choose between two alterna 
tives: the total destruction of the country by the over 

wering German war machine or attempting to find 


overwhelming majority of the population the King and 


that war was 


hopeless and German promises not to intervene in the 
internal comditions of the country were golden enough. 
(Continued on page 2) 


. 
3 ? 
— 
=—s 
> 
a 
i 
‘ 
4 
. 
re 


Was-it true that.the future belonged to the dic- 


WIL IN DENMARK—(Continued from page 1) 
That these promises would scarcely be kept was realized 
of course in many circles, not least by members of the 
WILPF, who from their work among German refugees 
knew better than most people what Nazism meant... . 
: “Public meetings were prohibited, but ordinary 
-members’ meetings could be held, and we had our ‘peace 
day’ (once) when we sold our little white flag even to 
German soldiers. Our annual meetings were held as 
usual, and our Bulletin appeared regularly all through 
the war without censorshjp.. . .. 
“Before the outbreak of the war we had received 
ission to receive 300 Jewish children from central 
. Europe. We did this, of course, first and foremost to 
help, but also in order to show in action our abomination 
of the inhuman treatment to which German Jews were 
exposed... . 
of the greatest importance for our members as a tangible 
that we were fighting for tolerance and against 
racial hatred. . .... 
_ .. “Immediately. after.the occupation people_in certain 
citcles- seemed. stunned. Was democracy really at an 
tators? But this was only a passing phase; soon people 
from all sides, political parties, youth organizations and 
many others, set to work. And here also the WILPF 
joined; in numerous meetings the idea of democracy was 


_ explained to people and they were shown that main- 


to the utmost our own national character was 


the best bulwark against oppression... . 

-_._. “German encroachments constantly increased, how- 
ever, and . . . we had to prepare to go ‘underground.’ 
. « « We asked members to form small groups, a kind of 
cells, which met regularly reading and discussing series 
of articles, which we published, stating the history and 
aims of our movement. . . . This had to be abandoned 
when a serious turn in our situation took place. The 
government resigned and persecution of the Danish Jews 
began. We were all very busy helping people of Jewish 
extraction to escape to Sweden. 

“ . . . Out of 7000 Jews only 4-5000 were deported 
to Theresienstadt. . »-..We first sent parcels of clothes, 
which was permitted; then.we tried to send some few 
parcels of food, which was strictly prohibited by the 
Germans. Nothing happened, and we sent more and 
more, 150 parcels in all. This was the first food our 
friends in Theresienstadt received from outside, and they 
say it saved several lives... . 

“In 1943 we held our biennial meeting of the League, 


well attended and optimistic... . As the Allies pro- 


- gressed sabotage increased violently. .. . What did the 


LPF do? ... An organization like ours consisting 
of many different kinds of people and with a very great 
percentage of absolute pacifists could not take part in 
the violent resistance, and no one expected it of us. The 
decision on the participation in the active resistance 
movement rested on each individual member according 
to her conscience. Our activities of a non-violent nature 
continued. 

“ ... Above all, we joined with the National Coun- 
cil of Women in a series of protests against German 
aggression. ... Finally, we cooperated closely with 
other peace organizations and the Quakers. In honor 
of one of our leading members we established a Benny 


Cederfeld Relief Fund to be used for relieving the suf- © 


fering resulting from the war. . . . The Danish Pacifists 
Relief Service has become one of the greatest relief or- 
ganizations in the country. 

“We have wholeheartedly taken part in this work 
because we thought thereby to withstand the spirit of 
hatred and intolerance which quite naturally seized 
wider and wider circles. In the face of what has hap- 
pened very few people escaped momentary feelings of 
hatred and revenge; but we have been happy in our own 
circle to find a widespread endeavor to look at things 


with sober judgment... .” 


Working for these young people has been _ 


WORLD MAIL-ORDER CO-OP TO 


usual prejudices in simple style but with authority. This is an 
important piece of new literature, Order from National Litera- 
ture Office, 1924 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3. 


* * * 


Suffering—In the Wake of War. Flier on feeding. While 


the new appropriation to UNRRA still lags in Congress and — 


hunger in Ger y and Japan mount to the proportions of dis- 
aster, these fliers should be ‘distributed widely. 15 for 25 cents, 
1000. for $7.50. Order from National Literature Office. 

“All Women Against All War,” sticker, size of postage 
stamp, very appropriate now for all your mail. Price $1 for 
sheet of 100 stickers. Order from Mrs. Gerald Fox, 1140 Fifth 
Ave., New York 28. ‘ 


CALENDAR. It is not too late to give a JANE ADDAMS 
CALENDAR as a New Year greeting. Just the thing for a 
January birthday. Lots of space for gg sme Price $1. 
a from Ruth Batsford, 20 W. 121st Street, Apt. 2D, New 


_ The fact that a world non-profit mail-order house is n 
being organized in this country on a co-operative basis a 
by 22 member agencies of the American Council of “ 
Volunteer Agencies for Foreign Service to co-ordinate ir 
voluntary food relief to Europe’s needy should be of U 
great interest to WIL members. A much more efficient di 
and economical method of getting food to our friends pl 
abroad will be opened to us by this new organization st 
which will be known as the Cooperative for Amefican tk 
Remittances’ to Europe, or more briefly as “CARE”. 

With Donald M. Nelson, President of the Society of di 
Independent Motion Picture Producers and former Ww 
Chairman of the War Production Board, as Executive a 
Director, the new relief undertaking embraces Protest- s¢ 

--ant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, and. labor-welfare organ- 
izations, as well as area and-nationality agencies. L 
When the: organization is in. full working order, Cc 
which Mr. Nelson said in a press conference on Novem- oy 
ber 29th, would be “within three months”, all-a person |. L 
will have to do to send a package of goods overseas will ~~~" 
be to order one of a variety of food packages for ship- of 
ment, giving the name and address of the recipient, and 28 
the machinery of “CARE” will‘do the rest. This, ob- G 
viously will involve a carefully planned framework of > 
distribution, and Mr. Nelson has stated that the prob- Se 
lems of warehouses in Europe, transportation, sales H 
forces, and the like, are now being tackled. Headquar- c 
ters of “CARE” will be in New York; and branches are of 
expected to be set up wherever member agencies have Ci 
facilities, This will make such service available in most om 
cities in the United States. fic 

Only standardized food packages will be handled g° 
by the organization. Although details still have to be 
worked out, each package will probably weigh 40 Ibs., at 
with enough food (40,000) calories for 30 regular meals. : 
The cost is expected to be in the neighborhood of $10.00 = 
a package, and they will be distributed wherever people i. 
want to send food, provided there is assurance that pack- -40 
ages will reach their destination. Er 

It is planned to have a representative of the organ- fo 
ization in as many countries as appears warranted and ca 
to have the representatives supervise distribution from thi 
the warehouses, where the food packages will be stored th 
pending delivery. Whatever profits accrue from sales ou 
of food packages will be turned over to other direct relief pre 
activity. Ww 

It has been emphasized that this new agency is in 

NOTES 
The Integration of the Negro into American Life, by E, 
Franklin Frazier. 10 cents each plus postage, 25 for $2, 100 for joi 
$7, etc. This 20-page pamphlet by Professor Frazier of Howard mu 
University makes a valuable contribution to the provlem of Ne 
giving the Negro an equal status with other citizens in our tive 
democracy. Useful to educators, social workers, community con 
leaders, as background material, it is written to meet all the Th 
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©-OP TO SPEED AID TO EUROPE 


no way intended to supplant the United Nations Relief 


and Rehabilitation Administration, but that it would. 


work very closely wih UNRRA. These packages are 
intended only to supplement direct relief, whether by 
UNRRA or any other agency, How many packages are 
distributed will depend entirely upon the American 
public. Fortunately “CARE” seems to have the full 


‘ support and cooperation of both UNRRA officials and 


those of the State Department. : 

WIL has long endorsed the Cooperative way of 
doing business as one concrete method of working for 
world peace. It is therefore gratifying to see the relief 
agencies of this country recognizing Cooperatives by 
setting up their gigantic organization to rush food to 
Europe as a Cooperative, under the D.C, Cooperative 
Law. It is also good to find members of the Consumer 
Cooperatives active along with the regular relief agen- 
cies in their concern to get food abroad. Murray D. 
Lincoln, president of the Cooperative League of USA 
was elected president of “CARE” at the first meeting 
of the board of directors held in New York, November 
28. The vice-presidents of the organization will be Lt. 
Gen. Wm. N. Haskell (retired), Save the Children Fed- 
eration; H. Eastburn Thompson, American Friends 
Service Committee; Mathew Woll, Labor League for 
Human Rights, AFL; and Irving Abramson, National 
CIO Community Services Committee. The Secretary 
of the organization will be Thomas Keogh, of National 
Catholic Welfare, and Treasurer, Alex. Landesco; Amer- 
ican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. These of- 
ficers show the spread of interest represented in the or- 
ganization. ~ 

It is hoped that the very extensive pre-war Co- 
operative organizations abroad will prove useful in the 
distribution set-up, and a répresentative will be sent 
abroad to investigate these and other possibilities, as the 
next step. It is also hoped that Cooperative warehouses 
in this country, and local Consumers Co-ops will want 


‘to have a more direct and immediate share in feeding 


Europe. One ingenious suggestion is that empty cases 
for condensed milk be left where shoppers could add a 
can or two each time they shopped. These cases could 
then be transferred to New York Warehouses, and 
thence to Europe. The relief agencies particularly need 
our Voluntary contributions of milk, since they can only 
procure small quotas directly. Here is a project which 
WIL Cooperators could well encourage! 
— Elizabeth B. McCorkel. 


Membership Kit. With many women everywhere ready to 
join in the effort to build a better and more stable world, we 
must be ready to find them and welcome: them into the WIL. 
New printed material has been prepared to show these prospec- 
tive members what we stand for and how we are working. The 
complete kit sells for 20c and contains 5 pieces in a folder. 
The individual leaflets may be ordered separately: ae 

1, Invitation to. Membership, containing “six good reasons 
for joining the WIL.” $1.50 per 100. 
Interracial Peace. The WIL stand on this vital -issue. 
$2 per 100. 
The Atomic Bomb and Its Message for You. Brief out- 
line of the WIL principles and program. $2 per 100. 
What Must We Do? Discusses the basis of economic 
and social securities in popular form. $2 per 100. 
To the Women of America. Encourages women be- 
reaved by the war to join in the work for permanent 
peace. $2 per 100. 


2. 
3, 
4, 
5. 


Order kit or any individual pieces from National Literature — 


Office, 1924 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3. 


PEACE AND BREAD. Copies of the second edition of 
lane Addams’ remarkable book, so timely now, can still be had. 
ever was the connection between hunger and anarchy, et 
and food, more evident than in this winter. John Dewey's intro- 
duction gives an added value to the volume. The price to WIL 


members is still $1.60. Order from Mrs. Gerald Fox, 1140:Fifth 


Ave., New York 28. : 


"The New York Times, 


THEIRS NOW _ TO REASON WHY... 


On November 2ist, the International Military 
Tribunal in Niirnberg heard the chief American prose- 
cutor pronounce these words in his ing address: 
“The charter [of the court] recognizes that one who 
has committed criminal acts may not take refuge in 


‘superior orders nor in the doctrine that his crimes were 


acts of States. These twin principles working together 
have heretofore resulted in immunity rg practically 
everyone concerned in the really great crimes against 
peace and humanity.” The British prosecutor later re- 
iterated-this opinion. He said: “Political loyalty, mili- 
tary obedience are excellent things. But they neither 
require nor do they justify, the commission of patently 
wicked acts. There comes a point where a man must 
refuse to answer to his leader if he is also to answer 
to his conscience.” 

“The soldier,” Lawrence of Arabia said, and he 
knew, “assigned his owner the twenty-four hours’ use 
of his body, and sole conduct of his mind and passions.” 
But today military courts recognize the supreme, final, 
jurisdiction of the individual conscience of even a sol- 
dier—even a soldier in the midst of war. Indeed a 
member of the armed forces is placed at present in an 
unenviable dilemna. When ordered to commit “wicked 
acts”, disobedience still means death. Yet at the same 
time he may be held personally accountable for them. 
And so, if commanded to do things that “outrage the 
general sentiments of humanity” his only choice may 
lie between being executed by his own people at once 
for disobeying or by the enemy later for obeying. (The 
latter proyided his country is defeated.) 

May not the new demand, that every soldier exer- 
cise this right of moral judgment, drive the 
wedge of conscientious objection so deep that it can 
crack the foundations of the whole military system? 

Jn case you think that all this is merely theorizing, 


_ read these bits from reports of only two of the most 


recent military trials of war : 
Captain Isawa found guilty in bayoneting Austral- 
ian flyer. “Melbourne, Dec. 1—The main legal argu- 
ment was whether a soldier could be held responsible 
for an illegal act he had been ordered by a superior officer 
to carry out. Lieut. L. J. Byrne, the utor, con- 
tended that a soldier was bound to obey legal orders 
only and could not escape liability if, in obeying a com- 
mand, he violated the rules of warfare and outraged the 
general sentiments of humanity. —As many of the J 
anese accused of war crimes in the southwest 
area committed them under orders, the case was a test.”* 


U. S. Firing Squad executes General Anton Dostler 
of German General Staff. “Aversa, Italy, Dec. 1—The 


‘case had evoked tremendous discussion in the Mediter- 


ranian theatre, —to most regular army men it 7 
came down to one issue: Is an officer of the general 

responsible for a violation of the laws of war if he com- 
mits it in following explicit orders from above? —One 
full colonel, with an important assignment here, unsolic- 
itedly told this correspondent that he wondered if he 
could have acted differently than Dostler in the same 
circumstances.”* But the Military Court decreed that 


_ General Dostler should have disobeyed his orders. 


The door of the soldier’s moral prison is opening. 
justice must tmal recognition right to judge 
pane to refuse obedience. , 

though World War II failed to free many of the op- 
pressed nations, it freed the human spirit? Will the final 
victor turn out to be the conscience of mankind? 

— Sophia H. Dulles. 
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FRED OCH FRIHET 

_ > JA com file for the war years of the Swedish WIL 
paper “F och Frihet” (Peace and Freedom) has now been 
received by the Jane Addams Peace.Collection, along with some 
other beautifully printed booklets. Items from the bulletins have 


_ been selected, translated, and run together by Mrs. Lili Koehler: 


: It is difficult to say how it was possible for Sweden to stay 
out of the war. Many would attribute the fact to the cautious 
foreign policy of the Swedish government. There is, however, 
no doubt that the attitude of the Swedish women and their 
sincere belief that problems between nations can be solved with- 
‘out violence played an important role. 

In the neighboring countries during the six years of war 
IKFF (WIL) had to remain silent. The members worked 
underground. Some of them were imprisoned. They were heroes, 
_In Sweden nothing so dramatic happened. This does not mean 
that nothing was done in thé cause of peace. On the contrary, 
IKFF was very active in many fields and on many questions 
which have a bearing on peaceful international cooperation, Dur- 
ing the war they prepared for peace. 

The problems of education and enlightenment were in’ the 
foreground of the discussions and meetings. Much care and 
study was given to the problems of maladjusted or psychopathic 
youth, and how to bring them. back to useful work in society. 
Much thought went into the question of how a feeling of re- 
sponsibility within the community could be instilled into young 


__.spersons, which, after all, is the basis for any democratic education. 


At a conference sponsored by IK FF at Viggbyholm in 1943, 
university students started an organization which is called SISU 
with the goal of studying problems of social and international 
organization. This organization now plans courses for social 
workers who, after the war, will participate in the work for 
international reconstruction. Young physicians, particularly, 
have shown interest in these problems. More than 300 of them 
have lied for work of this kind. 

A er interesting fact is also that in the social-pedagogical 
field a new group has been founded which is called SDU: Com- 

for Democratic Education, 

In the Swedish Institute for Foreign Affairs IKFF members 
have repeatedly given courses in foreign policy and post-war 


lems. 

In this intensive work for enlightenment IKFF has had 
at its side many other peace organizations, and, in some in- 
stances, the Swedish government which assisted the committee 
financially. Moreover, the Swedish scientists take an increasing 
interest in peace problems, and have given serious consideration 
to the question Hs starting a research institute for analyzing the 
causes of war in the economic, psychological, social, and political 
fields. This has been discussed in several meetings of the IKFF. 

But IKFF has not devoted its time only to theoretical dis- 
-cussions and planning. ~.Many practical problems have also 
claimed its attention. One ofthe most important and difficult 
of these has been that of the refugees. When the Central 
European refugees came to Sweden the country was not pre- 
pared for them and the IKFF took over the most complicated 
tasks, such as that of obtaining work permits from the author- 
ities, of giving the refugee legal protection, and so on. 

Another problem for their concern was and still is that of 
the conscientious objectors. Even though the Swedish govern- 
ment had changed its attitude toward them since the first world 
war, there is still great lack of understanding. 

It was a unique occasion when, after the liberation of Nor- 
way and Denmark, the Scandinavian members of IKFF could 
at last meet again. The meeting took place in Sjévik, located 
in the beautiful Dalecarlia in Sweden. Eight members of the 
Norwegian Section, five of the Danish, and six of the Finnish 
had accepted the invitation. The head of the Norwegian Section, 
Miss Marie Lous-Mohr, gave a report of her two and a half 
years in Grini prison, Her account was calm, full of warm humor 
and without bitterness, She ended her speech with these words: 
“We have learned that no sacrifice is too great or great enough 
in an enduring peace.” 


FOUR LIGHTS 


Owned and published by Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 
National Literature Department 
1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 
at Philad Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Pub monthly, except August and September 
National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 

a Subscription price 50c - Single copies 5c 


CAMBRIDGE SCIENTISTS SPEAK 


Excerpts from a Statement on International Control of 
Atomia Energy issued by scientists of Cambridge, Mass., have 
been sent to us by a WIL member. If you want the full text, 
write to Cambridge Scientists, Mass. Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge. The rank of the signers makes this an important 
“quote” to use. 


The statement opens with the following five pronouncements: 
Other nations will ‘be able to produce atomic bombs. 
No effective defense is possible in atomic warfare. 
Safety cannot be obtained by superiority in atomic 
armament. 
4. Henceforth war will mean the destruction of a large 
fraction of civilization. ; 
5. International cooperation of an unprecedented kind 
is necessary for our survi 


Then follows clear, conclusive argument in support of the 
above declarations, followed by final paragraphs as follows: 


“What must be done to avoid world disaster? It is clear 
that a complete break must be made with traditional attitudes 
in international policy. We are greatly disturbed that there is 
no sign of such a change. Our government an2 peor!= do not 
seem to realize the unprecedented gravity of the situation and 
the absolute necessity for world cooperation. We attribute this 
attitude to a general failure to realize the truth of the points 
we have just made: (1) The bomb will be available to other 
nations. (2) There is no defense in atomic warfare. (3) There 
is no safety in superior armament. 

“Mankind cannot afford a war with atomic weapons. The 
development and production of atomic energy must be brought 
under effective international control, This is required in order to 
eliminate a most dangerous source of suspicion and conflict in 
the immediate future. The traditional methods of international 
policy have not been able to prevent war. In view of the alterna- 
tives, new methods of international cooperation must be per- 
fected. J» order for this to be achieved, national sovereignty 
in its traditional form will have to be sacrificed. ~ 

“If the people of the world are to survive, it is necessary 
that the United States government, as first producer of the 
bomb, initiate immediate steps to achieve effective world co- 
operation for-the prevention of war.” 


INTERIM 


Empedocles on crater’s rim 
Tilted to read the bowel force of earth. 
So, heels in air, the last of him. 


Impelled by dearth 

Of our own power 

To seize the earth, 

We also tilt this hour 

On quick eternity’s brim 

And leer at him 

Who chained the atom’s force, 
Which we unchain, 

Till from our drunken fingers slips 


Complete eclipse. 
— Miriam M. H. Thrall. 


SEE YOUR CONGRESSMAN 


The Women’s Committee to Oppose Conscription 
says that Chairman Andrew J. May of the House Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee may try to stop the hearings 
on Conscription. Therefore it is of extreme urgency 
that each of us see her own Congressman and persuade 
him to vote against ALL conscription, whether a year 
or four months, or whatever the form of compulsory 
training. Visit him while he is at home during the 
recess. One call is worth scores of letters.. But write 
if you can’t call, The outcome may soon be in the 


hands of Congfess. 


